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6696-S2.E AMH ERIC MCLA 576 

E2SSB 6696 - H AMD TO WAYS COMM AMD (H-5458.2/10)  1403 
By Representatives Ericksen, Parker, Taylor, Johnson, Haler, 

Bailey, Dammeier, Alexander, Condotta, Roach, Fagan, Herrera, 
Hinkle, Nealey, Ross, Anderson, Short, Angel and Smith 

 

  On page 5, line 32 of the striking amendment, aft er "models." 

insert "School districts are encouraged to implemen t an innovation 

school as provided in sections 402 through 409 of t his act in a 

persistently lowest-achieving school, as long as th e innovation school 

plan under section 404 of this act also meets requi rements of a 

federal intervention model." 

 

 On page 34, after line 5 of the striking amendment , insert the 

following: 

"NEW SECTION.  Sec. 402. (1) The legislature finds that: 

 (a) To further the goals of high quality public ed ucation 

throughout the state, each school district board of  directors should 

have the authority to grant public schools of the di strict the maximum 

degree of flexibility possible to meet the needs of  individual 

students and the communities in which they live; an d 

 (b)  Particularly in schools and communities that are struggling 

to improve student academic outcomes and close the achievement gap 

among groups of students, there is a critical need for innovative 

models of public education that are tailored to the  unique 

circumstances and needs of the students in those sc hools and 

communities and implement evidence-based practices proven to be 

effective in reducing demographic disparities in st udent achievement.  

 (2) Therefore, the legislature intends to: 

 (a) Grant school districts and public schools grea ter ability to 

meet the educational needs of a diverse student pop ulation; 
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 (b) Improve educational performance through greate r individual 

school autonomy and managerial flexibility; 

 (c) Encourage innovation in education by providing  local school 

communities and principals with greater control ove r levels of 

staffing, personnel selection and evaluation, sched uling, and 

educational programming with the goal of improving student achievement 

and closing the achievement gap; and 

 (d)  Hold public schools that receive greater auto nomy under this 

chapter accountable for student academic achievemen t as measured by 

the statewide assessments of student learning and o ther accountability 

measures. 

 (3) The legislature encourages school districts id entified for 

required action under section 103 of this act to es tablish innovation 

schools as an intervention model under section 105 of this act in any 

persistently lowest-performing schools identified i n the district.  

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 403.  Any school district board of directors 

may establish one or more innovation schools or inn ovation school 

zones within the district as provided in this secti on. 

 (1)(a) Any public school within a school district may submit to 

the board of directors of the district an innovatio n school plan as 

described under section 404 of this act.  A group o f public schools 

within a school district that share common interest s, such as 

geographical location or educational focus, or that  sequentially serve 

classes of students as they progress through elemen tary and secondary 

education may jointly submit to the board of directo rs of the district 

a plan to create an innovation school zone as descr ibed under section 

404 of this act.  An innovation school zone may inc lude all public 

schools within a school district. 

 (b) A school district board of directors that rece ives an 

innovation school plan or innovation school zone pl an shall either 

approve or disapprove the plan within sixty days of  receiving the 

plan.  If the board of directors rejects the plan, the board must 

provide a written explanation of the reasons for th e rejection.  The 
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public school or group of public schools may resubm it an amended plan 

any time after a plan is rejected. 

 (2) Any school district board of directors may ini tiate and 

collaborate with one or more public schools in the district to create 

one or more innovation schools through an innovatio n school plan or 

one or more innovation school zones through an inno vation school zone 

plan.  In creating an innovation school plan or an innovation school 

zone plan, the board of directors must ensure that each public school 

affected by the plan has substantial opportunity to  participate in 

development of the plan. 

 (3) If a school district board of directors approves or creates an 

innovation school or an innovation school zone with in the district, 

the board of directors may seek designation of the district as an 

innovation school district under section 406 of thi s act. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 404.  (1) An innovation school plan shall 

include the following information: 

 (a) A statement of the mission of the public schoo l and why 

designation as an innovation school would enhance t he ability of the 

school to achieve its mission; 

 (b) A description of the innovations to be impleme nted by the 

public school, which may include but are not limited  to innovations in 

school staffing, curriculum and assessment, class s cheduling, use of 

financial and other resources, and recruitment, emp loyment, 

evaluation, and compensation of school employees; 

 (c) A listing of the programs, policies, or other operational 

aspects of the public school that would be affected by the innovations 

identified in the plan and the manner in which they wo uld be affected, 

including but not limited to: 

 (i) The research-based educational program to be i mplemented by 

the school; 

 (ii) Unique learning opportunities for students to  be implemented 

by the school; 
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 (iii) The student promotion and graduation policie s to be 

implemented at the school; 

 (iv) The student assessment plan at the school; 

 (v) The length of school day and school year at th e school; 

 (vi) The proposed budget for the school; and 

 (vii) The proposed staffing plan for the school; 

 (d) Identification of the improvements in academic  performance 

that the public school expects to achieve in implem enting the 

innovations; 

 (e) A statement of the level of support for design ation as an 

innovation school demonstrated by the personnel emp loyed at the 

school, the students and parents of students enroll ed in the school, 

and the community surrounding the school; 

 (f) An estimate of the cost savings and increased e fficiencies, if 

any, the public school expects to achieve in implem enting the 

identified innovations; 

 (g) A listing and description of any waivers of st ate rules or 

laws and state or school district policies that are  necessary for the 

public school to implement the identified innovatio ns and why the 

waivers are necessary; and 

 (h) Any additional information required by the sch ool district 

board of directors to be included in an innovation school plan. 

 (2) An innovation school zone plan must include al l of the 

information under subsection (1) of this section, p lus the following 

additional information: 

 (a) A description of how innovations in the public  schools within 

the innovation school zone would be integrated to a chieve results that 

would be less likely to be accomplished by each sch ool working alone; 

 (b) An estimate of any economies of scale that wou ld be achieved 

by innovations implemented jointly by the public sc hools within the 

innovation school zone; and 

 (c) A statement of the level of support for creating a n innovation 

school zone demonstrated by the personnel employed at each public 

school that would be included in the zone, the students  and parents of 
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students enrolled in each of the schools, and the c ommunity 

surrounding the innovation school zone.  In determi ning the level of 

support, each public school shall specifically soli cit input 

concerning the selection of schools included in the  innovation school 

zone and the strategies and procedures that would b e used in 

implementing and integrating the innovations within  the schools in the 

zone. 

 (3) In considering or creating an innovation schoo l plan or an 

innovation school zone plan, each public school inv olved in the plan 

and each school district board of directors is stro ngly encouraged to 

consider innovations in the following areas: 

 (a) Curriculum and assessments; 

 (b) Expanded accountability measures, including th e use of a 

variety of accountability measures to more accurate ly present a 

complete measure of student learning and accomplish ment, such as: 

 (i) Use of graduation or exit examinations, end-of -course 

examinations, student portfolio reviews, or nationa l and international 

accountability measures; 

 (ii) Measuring the percentage of students continui ng on to 

postsecondary education; and 

 (iii) Measuring the percentage of students concurr ently obtaining 

a high school diploma and an associate degree or ca reer and technical 

education certificate; 

 (c) Provision of services, including special educa tion services, 

services for highly capable students, services for English language 

learner students, and educational and support servi ces for students at 

risk of academic failure, suspension, or expulsion;  

 (d) Implementation of programs, services, and stra tegies 

specifically intended to close the achievement gap and increase 

graduation rates across all groups of students in t he school; 

 (e) Teacher recruitment, training, and professiona l development; 

 (f) Employment and assignment policies; 

 (g) Performance expectations and evaluation proced ures for 

teachers and principals; 
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 (h) Compensation for teachers, principals, and oth er school 

building personnel, including but not limited to pe rformance-based 

pay, total compensation plans, and other innovation s; 

 (i) School governance and the roles, responsibilit ies, and 

expectations of principals in innovation schools or  schools in an 

innovation school zone; 

 (j) School-based budgeting, hiring and assignment o f school staff, 

and other management responsibilities; and 

 (k) Preparation and counseling of students for tra nsition to 

postsecondary education and employment. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 405.  Each school district board of directors 

is authorized and encouraged to seek and accept pub lic and private 

gifts, grants, and donations to offset the costs of  developing and 

implementing innovation school plans and innovation  school zone plans. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 406.  A school district board of directors that 

has approved or created an innovation school or an innovation school 

zone under section 403 of this act may seek designa tion by the state 

board of education as an innovation school district  under this 

section. 

 (1) A school district board of directors that seeks designation as 

an innovation school district shall submit its inno vation school plans 

or innovation school zone plans to the state board of education and 

the superintendent of public instruction for review  and comment.  

Within sixty days after receiving such a plan, the state board of 

education and the superintendent of public instruct ion shall respond 

to the school district board of directors with any suggested changes 

or additions to the plan, including suggestions for  further 

innovations or measures to increase the likelihood that the 

innovations will result in greater academic achieve ment within the 

innovation schools or innovation school zones.  Bas ed on the comments 

of the state board of education and the superintend ent of public 
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instruction, a school district board of directors m ay withdraw and 

resubmit the innovation school plan or innovation s chool zone plan. 

 (2) Within ten days of providing comment on an inn ovation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan under subsectio n (1) of this 

section, unless the school district board of direct ors withdraws the 

plan for purposes of revision, the state board of e ducation shall 

designate the school district as an innovation scho ol district unless 

the state board concludes that the plan: 

 (a) Is likely to result in a decrease in academic achievement in 

the innovation school or innovation school zone; 

 (b) Is not financially feasible to implement; or 

 (c) Would violate state or federal laws or rules t hat are not 

authorized to be waived under section 407 or 408 of  this act. 

 (3) If the state board of education does not desig nate a school 

district as an innovation school district, the boar d shall provide a 

written explanation of the basis for the rejection to the school 

district board of directors.  The school district b oard of directors 

may resubmit a revised innovation school plan or in novation school 

zone plan and seek designation as an innovation scho ol district at any 

time after the designation is rejected. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 407.  The superintendent of public instruction 

and the state board of education, within the scope of their statutory 

authority, shall waive the application of rules, po licies, and 

procedures for an innovation school district design ated under section 

406 of this act to the extent the waiver of the rul es, policies, and 

procedures are included in an approved innovation s chool plan or 

innovation school zone plan.  The superintendent of  public instruction 

and the state board of education shall not waive ru les, policies, and 

procedures that jeopardize the receipt of state or federal funds that 

the innovation school district would otherwise be e ligible to receive 

unless the innovation school district submits a wri tten authorization 

for the waiver acknowledging that receipt of these funds could be 

jeopardized.  A waiver of rules, policies, and proc edures under this 
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section applies only to the approved innovation sch ools or innovation 

school zones in the designated innovation school di strict and only as 

specified in the approved plan. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 408.  (1) The superintendent of public 

instruction shall waive the statutory requirements and any related 

rules of the chapters of law specified under this s ection for an 

innovation school district designated under section  406 of this act to 

the extent the waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan.  A waiver of s tatutory 

requirements and any related rules under this secti on applies only to 

the approved innovation schools or innovation schoo l zones in the 

designated innovation school district and only as s pecified in the 

approved plan. 

 (2) The following laws are subject to waiver under  this section, 

except as provided under subsection (3) of this sec tion: 

 (a) Chapter 28A.150 RCW, general provisions; 

 (b) Chapter 28A.165 RCW, learning assistance progr am; 

 (c) Chapter 28A.170 RCW, substance abuse awareness  program; 

 (d) Chapter 28A.175 RCW, dropout prevention, inter vention, and 

retrieval system; 

 (e) Chapter 28A.180 RCW, transitional bilingual in struction 

program; 

 (f) Chapter 28A.185 RCW, highly capable students; 

 (g) Chapter 28A.210 RCW, health screening and requ irements; 

 (h) Chapter 28A.215 RCW, early childhood, preschoo ls, and before-

and-after school care; 

 (i) Chapter 28A.220 RCW, traffic safety; 

 (j) Chapter 28A.225 RCW, compulsory school attenda nce and 

admission; 

 (k) Chapter 28A.230 RCW, compulsory course work an d activities; 

 (l) Chapter 28A.245 RCW, skill centers; 

 (m) Chapter 28A.250 RCW, online learning; 

 (n) Chapter 28A.300 RCW, superintendent of public instruction; 
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 (o) Chapter 28A.320 RCW, provisions applicable to all districts; 

 (p) Chapter 28A.400 RCW, employees; 

 (q) Chapter 28A.405 RCW, certificated employees; 

 (r) Chapter 28A.410 RCW, certification; 

 (s) Chapter 28A.600 RCW, students; 

 (t) Chapter 28A.620 RCW, community education progr ams; 

 (u) Chapter 28A.650 RCW, education technology; and  

 (v) Chapter 28A.700 RCW, secondary career and tech nical education. 

 (3) The following laws may not be waived: 

 (a) State and federal laws and regulations pertain ing to health, 

safety, civil rights, privacy, and nondiscriminatio n; 

 (b) The provisions of the basic education act rela ting to the 

basic education goals under RCW 28A.150.210 and fun ding allocations, 

formulas, and definitions under RCW 28A.150.250, 28 A.150.260, 

28A.150.390, and 28A.150.392, except for waivers pr ovided in 

accordance with RCW 28A.150.250; 

 (c) Laws regarding financial examinations and audi ts as determined 

by the state auditor and the office of the superint endent of public 

instruction, including audits for legal and fiscal compliance; 

 (d) Laws pertaining to the election of school dist rict boards of 

directors and to the organization and reorganizatio n of school 

districts; 

 (e) Employee background and record check requireme nts under RCW 

28A.400.301 and 28A.400.303 and mandatory terminati on for crimes 

against children under RCW 28A.400.320 through 28A. 400.330; and 

 (f) All other applicable laws and rules not specif ically waived 

under subsection (2) of this section or section 407  of this act. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 409.  (1) An innovation school district 

designated under section 406 of this act shall perm it but not require 

employees assigned to an innovation school or a sch ool within an 

innovation school zone to elect to be removed from collective 

bargaining units and collective bargaining agreemen ts as provided 

under sections 410 and 411 of this act. 
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 (2) If the employees assigned to a school within a n innovation 

school zone do not elect to be removed from the col lective bargaining 

unit, the school district board of directors may rev ise the innovation 

school zone plan to remove that school from the inno vation school zone 

plan. 

 (3) Any employee who is assigned to an innovation school or a 

school within an innovation school zone may request  a transfer to 

another school within the school district.  The sup erintendent and 

school district board of directors shall make every  reasonable effort 

to accommodate the employee's request for a transfe r. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 410.  A new section is added to chapter 41.56 

RCW to read as follows: 

 (1) Any collective bargaining agreement entered in to, extended, 

amended, or renewed after the effective date of thi s section between a 

school district employer and employees under this c hapter must contain 

a provision that allows employees of an innovation school district 

designated under section 406 of this act who are as signed to an 

innovation school or a school within an innovation school zone to 

elect to be removed from the bargaining unit and th e collective 

bargaining agreement as provided under this section . 

 (2) Employees assigned to an innovation school or a school within 

an innovation school zone may elect, by means of a secret ballot 

approved by a majority of the employees under this c hapter assigned to 

the school, to be removed from their bargaining uni t and collective 

bargaining agreement.  In the case of schools withi n an innovation 

school zone, the election shall be conducted separa tely for each 

school within the zone. 

 (3) Removal of employees of an innovation school o r a school 

within an innovation school zone from bargaining un its and collective 

bargaining agreements under this section shall cont inue so long as the 

school remains an innovation school or within an in novation school 

zone. 
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 411.  A new section is added to chapter 41.59 

RCW to read as follows: 

 (1) Any collective bargaining agreement entered in to, extended, 

amended, or renewed after the effective date of thi s section between 

an employer and employees under this chapter must c ontain a provision 

that allows employees of an innovation school distr ict designated 

under section 406 of this act who are assigned to an innovation school 

or a school within an innovation school zone to ele ct to be removed 

from the bargaining unit and the collective bargain ing agreement as 

provided under this section. 

 (2) Employees assigned to an innovation school or a school within 

an innovation school zone may elect, by means of a secret ballot 

approved by a majority of the employees under this c hapter assigned to 

the school, to be removed from their bargaining uni t and collective 

bargaining agreement.  In the case of schools withi n an innovation 

school zone, the election shall be conducted separa tely for each 

school within the zone. 

 (3) Removal of employees of an innovation school o r a school 

within an innovation school zone from bargaining un its and collective 

bargaining agreements under this section shall cont inue so long as the 

school remains an innovation school or within an in novation school 

zone. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 412.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.150 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 413.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.165 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 414.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.170 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 415.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.175 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 416.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.180 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 417.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.185 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 418.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.210 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 419.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.215 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 420.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.220 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 421.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.225 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 422.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.230 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 423.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.245 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 424.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.250 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 425.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.300 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 426.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.320 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 427.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.400 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 428.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.405 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 429.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.410 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 430.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.600 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 431.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.620 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 432.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.650 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 433.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.700 

RCW to read as follows: 

 An innovation school district designated under sec tion 406 of this 

act shall be subject to the requirements of this ch apter and related 

rules unless a waiver is included in an approved in novation school 

plan or innovation school zone plan of the district .  A waiver as 

provided under section 407 or 408 of this act from the requirements of 

this chapter and related rules applies only to the a pproved innovation 

schools or innovation school zones in the designate d innovation school 

district and only as specified in the approved plan . " 
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 On page 78, after line 29 of the striking amendmen t, insert the 

following: 

"NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1105.  If any part of this act is found to be 

in conflict with federal requirements that are a pr escribed condition 

to the allocation of federal funds to the state, th e conflicting part 

of this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the conflict and 

with respect to the agencies directly affected, and  this finding does 

not affect the operation of the remainder of this a ct in its 

application to the agencies concerned.  Rules adopt ed under this act 

must meet federal requirements that are a necessary  condition to the 

receipt of federal funds by the state. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1106.  If any provision of this act or its 

application to any person or circumstance is held i nvalid, the 

remainder of the act or the application of the prov ision to other 

persons or circumstances is not affected. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1107.  Sections 402 through 409 of this act 

constitute a new chapter in Title 28A RCW." 

 

 Renumber the remaining sections consecutively and correct any 

internal references accordingly. 

 
  
  EFFECT:    Establishes a process for a local school board to 

create Innovation Schools or groups of schools call ed an 
Innovation School Zone.  Encourages Required Action  districts to 
implement Innovation Schools in their persistently lowest-
performing schools, as long as the Innovation Schoo l Plan meets 
the requirements of a federal innovation model for receipt of 
federal school improvement funds. 

  • Outlines various elements of an Innovation School or School 
Zone plan, which include a list of any state laws o r rules 
that the school wants to have waived in order to im plement the 
plan.  

  • Once a plan is approved by the school board, autho rizes the 
board to request designation by the State Board of Education 
as an Innovation School District.  
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  • If the SBE approves the designation, requires the SPI and the 
SBE, within their statutory authority, to waive any  rules or 
procedures that are included in an approved plan. 

  • Requires the SPI to waive any of a series of speci fied laws 
that are included in an approved plan, as long as t he waivers 
only apply to the schools in the plan, and only to the extent 
the waiver is a part of the plan.   

   • Allows most of the key laws in the school code to be waived, 
including teacher evaluation and hiring laws, salar ies, 
requirements to hire only certified staff, minimum hours of 
instruction and length of the school year, and othe rs. 

   • Prohibits waiver of a number of laws:  those perta ining to 
civil rights, health and safety; statewide assessme nts and 
accountability; allocations of state funding; schoo l district 
budgeting and accounting; legal and financial audit s; laws 
pertaining to school construction and bonds.  

 
   Provides that future collective bargaining agree ments must contain 

a provision allowing the employees of an Innovation  School or an 
Innovation School Zone to opt out of the collective  bargaining 
agreement by a majority vote.  

 

 

--- END --- 

 


